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1. This memcrwndum ie in recsponse to the raferenced reguireseant reguecsting
snadyeds wnd graphlcs oft

. Aligment sad surfuce conditica of the rosd from Gartek (31 bsit -
-5 228) to Kashgar {33 29N - 75 532) and eny rouds to the border fr.a this
b. Detail concerning =ny ccads in the area which appear to be under
cunctruction or recently ccmpleteds:
¢. Deseribe sny roads leuwding from China into India.

. ™e following ldst of photogrephic missions contuins most of the basle
@at srisl .oum which this otudy was exbracted:
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3,  ALL major roads ure degeribed in detull in the folluwing text. Roads

which ure =f eeccndary impurbtunce as supply routes, are plotted on the map end
the map losend will give 21k av.iluble det.lls on thelr condlbicn. Any ottempt

+5 uc the iaformaticn presented in the toxt or on the map «8 the busis for
etesouning the capaeity of these roads as supply routes msi be baped cn a
coneiceration of the terrsin features as well aes the condition of the vroad. Roade
in the eres under study generally become improved when they traverce difficult
torrein ohly. Many of the unimproved reads traverse high level platesus,; stream
7ulleys und intermountain besins ars relatively level snd contain well drained
compacted £ind and gravel. Such rouds, although unimproved, wust be considered
goud supply routes.
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SUBJECT: Gartok-Kashgur Rosa Study

. To facilitabe hundling, the Gartck-Kashgar Road has been divided into
four sectlons as fullowo: o

dr Gartok-Car Daung

This section 6f the road generally follows the Tsungps (River) valley.
Thz roud is single lune jmproved with rew heuvy grudes or sharp curves
enccunterei. '

b. Gar Dzonge-Rudog
| Rorthwestwurd from Gar Dzong this single lone improved ruad follows the
i e:st bunk of the Gartung (River) to Rachak Naru (32 32N - 7y 458). Fera the
; line turna eastwerd slceng the Indue River to Ralajung (32 330 - 79 532).
The roud them ¢rosses the Indus by means of & narrsw bridee and cuntinues
nurth through mountsinous terrain, traversing river velleys and passing
through rugged terrain with no mujor difficulty. Beyond Churksnz (32 Su¥ - 7. 0
77 472) the rcad crosses flut elluvial plains to o point approximstely
three miles cast of Rudog. The main road does not serve Rudcg; hawaver,
a single lane improved roud, procecding westward frum the madn recad over
fl:.;tﬁaﬁ),},uvial plains, passes through Rudog on 1ts way to Chushul, (33 0¥ -
76 381). .

¢. Rudeg ~ Yeh-cheng (37 534 - 77 2hgy)

The rcad skirte the south shore of Nyok tsho (Luke) over flat alluvizl
plaing before encountering necarly 1C0 miles of very mounteinsus terruin.
The roud gemerslly follows rlver vulleys through the mountalns; however,

& low divide must be crossed at approximntely 33 35N - 80 148, A grest
deal of snow is encountered over wuch of this sectlicn in the winter months
cad rmust be consldered un operaticnal difficuliy wil ch would be difficult
to cvercome. Eeginaing at spproximutely 34 27N « 80 258 the rosd enters a
lat alluviul plain over which it travels to approximately 35 538 - 77 253, .
i It should be noted thut this section of the roud 1s almost entirely within :
Kaslmir. Northwestward the rcad encounters mountainous terrain for
approximately 250 miles. The roud passes throvgh this leng stretch of very
aifficult terruin traversing sm.ll stream valleys, with the exception of
a rew stretches wvhere 1t crusses a ddvide. Tho most ddfficult section
is loecated st approximately 37 O2N ~ 7o 578. It should be ncted thut the
road ugaln pusses through Koshmir territory. At approximately 37 25N -
T7 158 toe road descends into a busin., From this point to Yehecheng the
read is unimproved but would moke a good supply ruute, ss it has no steep
grades Or sharp cuIves.
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SUBJECT: (Cartok-Ksshgar Ruead Study

d. Ych-cheng to Kashgar

This sectlion of the roud, c¢rogsing & broad fluat baein, with few
cheep grades or shurg curves encountered, truverses o section of intensely
cultivated territory with numercus good roads serving this fertile und
vopuluted region. This section of the roud 1z two-lane and iz well
muintained.

5« Important reude branching from the Gortok-Keshzaur Road are as follows:

ae. Indus River to Chushul

Tals road brunches from the Cordok-Kushpar R:ad st the gouth bonk of
the Incus River et 32 20N ~ 79 458 and crosses the river by means of a
narraw bridee. The copacity of this bridge appeurs to be very Limited,
The ruvad continues norvhwegtvward slong the ewst bunk of the Indus River
al 32 32N - 79 308, where the river is crosced by means of wnuther azrrow
bridge with low carvylng cupacity. The road turns northwestward along the

west bunk of the Indus over relatively level tercain to Chushul. The roadbed

is definltely Improved, and, in splte of the fact thut 1t is narrow, 1t
would make o good supply roube primarily becsuse the route is relutively
level wnd because the road ia laid over well druined alluviul soil.

b. A rozd branched frum the GartckeXsshear rvad ot approximately
55 270 « 77 59E and proceeds eastward in the Yorkerd River Valley to
approximately 35 33N - To O7R. Here road improvement appeurs 1o end;
however, obliguity and clouds preclude o definitive statement of thile
puint. This road was under constiuction between 1901 and 1962. [ |
I chow that the last
section of the rosd, which was o pack wnimal troil inm 1951, sppeared s oa
inproved, single-~lsne read in 1062.

6. Secondary roads are plotted cn the mup CT4/PID/IB-P~553/03 and their
cendition ¢un be ascertalned from the map legend.
Miuintenance on the roads on the broad flabt pladns or basing should
require a mindram of maintenance. However, roads fullowing river valleys with
many small tributary stresms flowing into the valley, would normally require
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maintenance exeh spring. At the point vhere these tributaries flow into the vulley

Tilocor, alluvial funs sre formed by the runulng water. These geuscnul tridutary
gtreans go dry during the lote cuwmer. The spring thoaws precipltates water
into these valleys and new stresm beds are foxmed. These new etream beds can
result in sectlons of the rozdbed being wasched eway.
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CUBJECT: Gartck-Koshgar Road Study
7. The photo anulysts ugeigned to this pruject were | |
[ ehculd
This completed the

25X1 I
) vau bhave lurtner guesatlons eoneerning this project.
refereuced regulrement.

ENCLOSUID: : o e
1 inoctated Mup (CIA/PID/IB-P-583/63)
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